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have no meaning if it does not signify that in a just quarrel
England would stand by her friends. This honorable expec-
tation has been raised. We cannot repudiate it without
exposing our good name to grave criticism." 14°
Sir Edward Grey knew that the Cabinet was still sharply
divided on the question of British participation in a Euro-
pean War. He was therefore taking care to be extremely
cautious in avoiding any commitments to France until
opinion in the Cabinet and in Parliament should be brought
more decisively to the side of France by some new fact,
such as a German ultimatum to France or a refusal to
respect the neutrality of Belgium. This latter possibility
had been revealed to him in connection with Bcthmarm's
"bid" for British neutrality, lighting up "like a search-
light" a new aspect of the situation*1'11
On Friday, July 31, the day after receiving Bethmaun's
"bid/' Grey decided to clarify the Belgian question by
addressing to the French and German Governments a
request asking each for an assurance that it would respect
the neutrality of Belgium so long as no other Power vio-
lated it142 He also informed the Brussels Government of
this step, and added; "I assume that Belgium will to the
utmost of her power maintain neutrality, and desire and
expect other Powers to observe and uphold it" Ha
France at once gave an unqualified assurance in the
affirmative,144 But at Berlin Jagow told the British Am-
bassador that he could not possibly reply without consulting
Bethmann and the Kaiser. "He rather doubted whether
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